
Featured Books 

2013-2014 
 

Newberry Award 

 

The one and only Ivan by Katherine Applegate 

When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-

themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the mall, 

he decides that he must find her a better life. 

 

Splendors and Glooms by Laura Amy Schlitz 

When Clara vanishes after the puppeteer Grisini and two orphaned 

assistants were at her twelfth birthday party, suspicion of kidnapping 

chases the trio away from London and soon the two orphans are caught in 

a trap set by Grisini's ancient rival, a witch with a deadly inheritance to 

shed before it is too late. 

 

Bomb : the race to build and steal the world's most dangerous weapon 

by Steve Sheinkin 

Examines the history of the atomic bomb, discussing the discovery of the 

behavior of uranium when placed next to radioactive material, the race to 

build a bomb, and the impact of the weapon on societies around the world. 

 

Three times lucky by Sheila Turnage 

Washed ashore as a baby in tiny Tupelo Landing, North Carolina, Mo 

LoBeau, now eleven, and her best friend Dale turn detective when the 

amnesiac Colonel, owner of a cafe and co-parent of Mo with his cook, 

Miss Lana, seems implicated in a murder. 

 

 

Printz Award 

 

In darkness by Nick Lake 

In the aftermath of the Haitian earthquake, Shorty, a poor, fifteen-year-old 

gang member from the slums of Site Soleil, is trapped in the rubble of a 

hospital and as he grows weaker, he has visions and memories of his life 

of violence, his lost twin sister, and of Toussaint L'Ouverture, who 

liberated Haiti from French rule in 1804. 

 

Aristotle and Dante discover the secrets of the universe by Benjamin 

Alire Saenz 

Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a brother in prison, 

but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts to ask 

questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has never 

asked before. 

 

Code name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the 

survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she 

relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can. 

 

Dodger by Terry Pratchett 

In an alternative London ruled by a young Queen Victoria, Dodger, a 

resourceful, homeless boy, unwittingly prevents Sweeney Todd from 

committing murder. 

 

The white bicycle by Beverley Brenna 

Taylor Jane Simon, an eighteen-year-old girl with Asperger's Syndrome, 

travels to France, as she struggles to become independent of her 

controlling mother and meets a new mentor.

 

Evergreen Young Adult Book Award 

 

Divergent by Veronica Roth 

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among 

five predetermined factions to define her identity for the rest of her life, a 

decision made more difficult when she discovers that she is an anomoly 

who does not fit into any one group, and that the society she lives in is not 

perfect after all. 
 

Between shades of gray by Ruta Sepetys  

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from 

their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her 

father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, 

vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her 

story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a 

historical note. 
 

The running dream by Wendelin Van Draanen 

When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, 

she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and her track team finds a 

wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of running again. 
 

The girl of fire and thorns by Rae Carson 

A fearful sixteen-year-old princess discovers her heroic destiny after being 

married off to the king of a neighboring country in turmoil and pursued by 

enemies seething with dark magic. 
 

Daughter of smoke & bone by Laini Taylor 

Seventeen-year-old Karou, a lovely, enigmatic art student in a Prague 

boarding school, carries a sketchbook of hideous, frightening monsters--

the chimaerae who form the only family she has ever known. 
 

Ghetto cowboy : a novel by G. Neri 

Twelve-year-old Cole's behavior causes his mother to drive him from 

Detroit to Philadelphia to live with a father he has never known, but who 

soon has Cole involved with a group of African-American "cowboys" who 

rescue horses and use them to steer youths away from drugs and gangs. 
 

This dark endeavor by Kenneth Oppel 

Victor and Konrad Frankenstein are inseparable twin brothers who 

stumble upon The Dark Library, where secret books of alchemy and 

ancient remedies are housed, but after their father forbids them to ever 

return to the library Konrad falls gravely ill and Victor seeks out a cure for 

his brother beyond traditional medicine. 
 

Ready player one by Ernest Cline 

In the year 2044, Wade Watts, like the rest of humanity, chooses to escape 

reality and spends his waking hours in the limitless, utopian virtual world 

of the OASIS, but when Wade stumbles upon the first of the fiendish 

puzzles set up by OASIS creator James Halliday he finds he must compete 

with thousands of others--including those willing to commit murder--in 

order to claim a prize of massive fortune. 
 

The silence of murder by Dandi Daley Mackall 

Sixteen-year-old Hope must defend her developmentally disabled brother, 

who has not spoken a word since he was seven years old, when he is 

accused of murdering a beloved high school baseball coach. 
 

I'll be there by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

Raised by an unstable father who keeps constantly on the move, Sam 

Border has long been the voice of his silent younger brother, Riddle, but 

everything changes when Sam meets Emily Bell and, welcomed by her 

family, the brothers encounter normalcy for the first time.



Featured Books 
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Young Readers’ Choice Award 
 

Junior 
 

Diary of a wimpy kid : cabin fever by Jeff Kinney 

Greg, stuck indoors with his family over the holiday because of a blizzard, 

suffers from claustrophobia and worries they will not be able to weather 

the storm. 
 

Wonderstruck : a novel in words and pictures by Brian Selznick 

Relates the stories of twelve-year-old Ben, who loses his mother and his 

hearing in a short time frame and decides to leave his Minnesota home in 

1977 to seek the father he has never known in New York City; and Rose, 

who lives with her father but feels compelled to search for what is missing 

in her life. Ben's story is told in words; Rose's in pictures.  
 

13 gifts by Wendy Mass 

Tara, a self-proclaimed shrinking violet, tries to break out of her shell by 

stealing the school mascot, a goat, but she gets caught and is shipped off 

for the summer to stay with relatives in the quirky town of Willow Falls, 

which she decides is as good a place as any to reinvent herself. 
 

The worst years of my life by James Patterson and Chris Tebbetts 

When Rafe Kane enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, 

"Leo the Silent," to create a game to make school more fun by trying to 

break every rule in the school's code of conduct. 
 

Darth Paper strikes back : an Origami Yoda book by Tom Angleberger 

After several Origami Yoda-related incidences, Dwight is suspended for 

being a troublemaker and Yoda asks Tommy and Kellen to save Dwight by 

creating a case file that proves Dwight is an asset to Ralph McQuarrie 

Middle School. 
 

Amulet. Book four,The last council by Kazu Kibuishi 

Upon arriving in Cielis, Emily and her friends find the once busy streets 

deserted and the remaining townspeople living in fear, and after Emily is 

escorted to the Academy to compete for a spot on the Guardian Council, 

the most powerful Stonekeepers, an awful secret is gradually uncovered. 
 

Big Nate : out loud by Lincoln Peirce 

Contains reprints of daily and Sunday "Big Nate" comic strips that follow 

the adventures of eleven-year-old Nate Wright. 
 

The Medusa plot by Gordon Korman 

Thirteen-year-old Dan Cahill and his older sister, Amy, thought the search 

for the thirty-nine clues leading to the source of their family's power was 

over, but when Cahills are kidnapped by the Vespers, Amy and Dan find 

themselves with only a few day to fulfill a bizarre ransom request before 

their friends start dying. 

Intermediate 
 

The son of Neptune by Rick Riordan 

Demigod Percy Jackson, still with no memory, and his new friends from 

Camp Jupiter, Hazel and Frank, go on a quest to free Death, but their 

bigger task is to unite the Greek and Roman camps so that the Prophecy of 

Seven can be fulfilled. 
 

Between shades of gray by Ruta Sepetys 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from 

their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her 

father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, 

vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her 

story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family, includes a 

historical note. 
 

The Scorpio Races by Maggie Stiefvater 

Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes against 

Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to ride in the annual Scorpio Races, both 

trying to keep hold of their dangerous water horses long enough to make it 

to the finish line. 
 

Okay for now by Gary D. Schmidt 

Fourteen-year-old Doug Swieteck faces many challenges, including an 

abusive father, a brother traumatized by Vietnam, suspicious teachers and 

police officers, and isolation, but when he meets a girl known as Lil Spicer, 

he develops a close relationship with her and finds a safe place at the local 

library. 
 

The outcasts by John Flanagan 

Hal, Stig, and the other outcasts do not have the size and strength of the 

Skandians, but when they face off against the Wolves and the Sharks in an 

ultimate race for survival, they hope that their courage and cunning are 

enough to help them win in a game that everyone seems to think is a matter 

of life and death. 
 

Legend by Marie Lu 

 In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, 

fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant 

soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common enemy. 
 

Michael Vey : the prisoner of cell 25 by Richard Paul Evans 

Fourteen-year-old Michael discovers he has special electrical powers and, 

with the help of his best friends, becomes aware that there are other teens 

with similar powers, but something or someone is hunting them and, after 

Michael's mother is kidnapped, he will need to rely on his powers and his 

friends to rescue his mom, protect himself, and save the others. 
 

This dark endeavor by Kenneth Oppel 

Victor and Konrad Frankenstein are inseparable twin brothers who stumble 

upon The Dark Library, where secret books of alchemy and ancient 

remedies are housed, but after their father forbids them to ever return to the 

library Konrad falls gravely ill and Victor seeks out a cure for his brother 

beyond traditional medicine. 

Senior 
 

Divergent by Veronica Roth 

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among 

five predetermined factions to define her identity for the rest of her life, a 

decision made more difficult when she discovers that she is an anomoly 

who does not fit into any one group, and that the society she lives in is not 

perfect after all. 
 

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs 

Sixteen-year-old Jacob, having traveled to a remote island after a family 

tragedy, discovers an abandoned orphanage, and, after some investigating, 

he learns the children who lived there may have been dangerous and 

quarantined and may also still be alive. 
 

Angel : a Maximum Ride novel by James Patterson 

Heartbroken after her best friend and soul mate, Fang, leaves her flock, 

Maximum Ride begins to believe the evil scientists trying to convince her 

she needs to save the world, and that Dylan, the newest member of her 

flock, is her perfect mate. 
 

Tiger's curse by Colleen Houck 

Seventeen-year-old Oregon teenager Kelsey forms a bond with a circus 

tiger who is actually one of two brothers, Indian princes Ren and Kishan, 

who were cursed to live as tigers for eternity, and she travels with him to 

India where the tiger's curse may be broken once and for all. 
 

What happened to goodbye by Sarah Dessen 

Seventeen-year-old Mclean begins to lose sight of who she really is after 

she tries to reinvent herself at each school she attends after her parents' 

divorce and her father moves her from town to town.  
 

Ruby red by Kerstin Gier 

Sixteen-year-old Gwyneth Shepherd unexpectedly travels through time to 

the eighteenth century, and she must find out why her mother lied about 

her date of birth to hide her ability, research her history, and work with 

Gideon, another time traveler. 
 

Ready player one by Ernest Cline 

In the year 2044, Wade Watts, like the rest of humanity, chooses to escape 

reality and spends his waking hours in the limitless, utopian virtual world 

of the OASIS, but when Wade stumbles upon the first of the fiendish 

puzzles set up by OASIS creator James Halliday he finds he must compete 

with thousands of others--including those willing to commit murder--in 

order to claim a prize of massive fortune.  
 

Karma : a novel in verse by Cathy Ostlere 
Fifteen-year-old half Hindu, half Sikh Maya, having traveled from Canada 

to New Delhi to put her mother's ashes in their final resting place, finds 

herself in the middle of chaos after Indira Gandhi is assassinated and must 

disguise her identity and rely on a boy she just met in order to be reunited 

with her father and remain safe. 


