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Newberry Award 

 
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 

As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game 

show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries 

to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an 

anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space. 

 
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose 

Presents an account of fifteen-year-old Claudette Colvin, an African-

American girl who refused to give up her seat to a white woman on a 

segregated bus in Montgomery, Alabama, nine months before Rosa Parks, 

and covers her role in a crucial civil rights case.  

 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly 

In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to 

be a lady by her mother, learns about love from the older three of her six 

brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of 

which leads to an important discovery.  

 
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by Grace Lin 

Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor village, buys a magical goldfish, 

and then joins a dragon who cannot fly on a quest to find the Old Man of 

the Moon in hopes of bringing life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to 

Jade River.  

 
The Mostly True Adventures of Homer P. Figg by Rodman Philbrick 

Homer P. Figg escapes from his wretched foster home in Pine Swamp, 

Maine, and sets out to find his beloved older brother, Harold, who has 

been illegally sold into the Union Army.  

 

 

Printz Award 
 
Going Bovine by Libba Bray 

Cameron Smith, a disaffected sixteen-year-old diagnosed with mad cow 

disease, sets off on a road trip with a death-obsessed, video-gaming dwarf 

he meets in the hospital in an attempt to find a cure.  

 
Charles and Emma: The Darwins' Leap of Faith by Deborah 

Heiligman 

A biography of English naturalist Charles Darwin that provides an 

account of the personality behind evolutionary theory and the affect of his 

work on his personal life, such as his relationship with his religious wife.  

 
The Monstrumologist by Rick Yancey 

In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with 

Dr. Warthrop, a scientist who hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they 

discover and attempt to destroy a pod of Anthropophagi.  

 
Punkzilla by Adam Rapp 

A runaway teenager, having overcome his addiction to meth, travels 

across the country from Portland to Memphis in order to reconnect with 

his dying brother and meets a colorful cast of characters along the way.  

 
Tales of the Madman Underground: An Historical Romance, 1973 by 

John Barnes 

Karl Shoemaker, starting his senior year in Lightsburg, Ohio, in 1973, 

vows to break out of the therapy group he has been forced to attend 

during school hours and become "normal."  

 

 

 
 

 

 
Evergreen Young Adult Book Award 
 
The Compound by S.A. Bodeen 

Fifteen-year-old Eli, locked inside a radiation-proof compound built by 

his father to keep them safe following a nuclear attack, begins to question 

his future, as well as his father's grip on sanity as the family's situation 

steadily disintegrates over the course of six years.  

 
Graceling by Kristin Cashore 

In a world where some people are born with extreme and often-feared 

skills called Graces, Katsa struggles for redemption from her own 

horrifying Grace of killing and teams up with another young fighter to 

save their land from a corrupt king.  

 
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in 

the annual Hunger Games, a grave competition hosted by the Capitol 

where young boys and girls are pitted against one another in a televised 

fight to the death.  

 
Lock and Key by Sarah Dessen 

When she is abandoned by her alcoholic mother, high school senior Ruby 

winds up living with Cora, the sister she has not seen for ten years, and 

learns about Cora's new life, what makes a family, how to allow people to 

help her when she needs it, and that she too has something to offer others.  

 
Little Brother by Cory Doctorow 

Interrogated for days by the Department of Homeland Security in the 

aftermath of a major terrorist attack on San Francisco, California, 

seventeen-year-old Marcus is released into what is now a police state, and 

decides to use his expertise in computer hacking to set things right.  

 
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a 

graveyard as a child of eighteen months and raised lovingly and carefully 

to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and otherworldly 

creatures.  

 
The Last Exit to Normal by Michael Harmon 

Yanked out of his city life and plunked down in a small Montana town 

with his newly outed father and his father's boyfriend, seventeen-year-old 

Ben, angry and resentful about the changed circumstances of his life, 

begins to notice something is not quite right with the little boy next door 

and determines to figure out what is going on.  

 
The Adoration of Jenna Fox by Mary E. Pearson 

In the not-too-distant future, when biotechnological advances have made 

synthetic bodies and brains possible but illegal, a seventeen-year-old girl, 

recovering from a serious accident and suffering from memory lapses, 

learns a startling secret about her existence.  

 
Knucklehead: Tall Tales and Mostly True Stories of Growing Up 

Scieszka by Jon Scieszka 

Presents a memoir of what it was like to grow up in the 1950s and other 

almost true stories by American children's author Jon Scieszka.  

 
Sweethearts by Sara Zarr 

Jennifer Harris, years after being the tormented outsider on the 

playground, has reinvented herself into Jenna Vaughn, a popular girl with 

what seems to be the perfect life, but when a childhood friend re-enters 

her life, she is forced to confront the most traumatic event of her past and 

question who she really is.  
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Young Reader's Choice Award 
 

Junior 
 

Amulet: The Stonekeeper by Kazu Kibuishi 

After moving to their ancestral home, Emily and Navin's mother is 

kidnapped by a tentacled creature in the basement that leads the children 

on a deadly chase into the magical world below their home.  
 

Dog Lost by Ingrid Lee 

After living happily in a warm home with an eleven-year-old boy, a pit 

bull terrier loses his owner and is forced to survive on the streets, where 

its brave deeds surprise many residents who dislike or fear pit bulls.  
 

Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn 

they were discovered on a plane that appeared out of nowhere, full of 

babies with no adults on board, they realize that they have uncovered a 

mystery involving time travel and two opposing forces, each trying to 

repair the fabric of time.  
 

Ignatius MacFarland: Freequenaut! by Paul Feig 

Bullied in school and called "Piggy MacFartland," twelve-year-old Iggy 

longs to travel to another planet and live among extraterrestrials, until an 

explosion transports him to a scary alternate reality.  
 

The Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan 

Amy and Dan, members of the powerful Cahill family, try to uncover the 

thirty-nine clues which will reveal the secrets of their lineage and find out 

what really happened to their parents.  
 

Savvy by Ingrid Law 

Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, whose thirteenth birthday 

has revealed her "savvy"--a magical power unique to each member of her 

family--just as her father is injured in a terrible accident.  
 

The Seer of Shadows by Avi 

Photographer Horace Carpetine is commissioned to do a portrait for 

society matron Mrs. Frederick Von Macht; however, the photos evoke 

both the image and the ghost of the Von Macht's dead daughter, Eleanora, 

who has returned to seek vengence on those who killed her.  
 

Swindle by Gordon Korman 

After unscrupulous collector S. Wendell Palamino cons him out of a 

valuable baseball card, sixth-grader Griffin Bing puts together a band of 

misfits to break into Palomino's heavily guarded store and steal the card 

back, planning to use the money to finance his father's failing invention, 

the Smart Pick fruit picker. 
 

Intermediate 
 

Airhead by Meg Cabot 

Sixteen-year-old Emerson Watts, an advanced placement student with a 

disdain for fashion, is the recipient of a "whole body transplant" and finds 

herself transformed into one of the world's most famous teen 

supermodels.  
 

Airman by Eoin Colfer 

In the 1890s on an island off the Irish coast, Conor Broekhart is falsely 

imprisoned and passes the solitary months by scratching designs of flying 

machines into the walls, including one for a glider with which he dreams 

of escape.  
 

Chains: Seeds of America by Laurie Halse Anderson 

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel 

spies for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.  
 

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 

The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a 

graveyard as a child of eighteen months and raised lovingly and carefully 

to the age of eighteen years by the community of ghosts and otherworldly 

creatures.  
 

 

 

 

 

Juvie Three by Gordon Korman 

Gecko, Arjay, and Terence, all in trouble with the law, must find a way to 

keep their halfway house open in order to stay out of juvenile detention.  
 

Rapunzel's Revenge by Shannon and Dean Hale 

Rapunzel, having grown up in a lovely castle with the woman she thought 

was her mother, is placed in a very tall hollow tree as punishment after 

her curiousity prompts her to climb the castle wall and look at the ruin of 

the world beyond her home, but she is able to escape and with the help of 

Jack, embarks on a plan to free the land from the grip of the witch.  
 

Zorgamazoo by Robert Paul Weston 

Imaginative and adventurous Katrina eludes her maniacal guardian to 

help Morty, a member of a vanishing breed of zorgles, with his quest to 

uncover the fate of the fabled zorgles of Zorgmazoo as well as of other 

creatures that seem to have disappeared from the Earth.  
 

Senior 
 

A Curse Dark as Gold by Ellizabeth C. Bunce 

Upon the death of her father, seventeen-year-old Charlotte struggles to 

keep the family's woolen mill running in the face of an overwhelming 

mortgage and what the local villagers believe is a curse, but when a man 

capable of spinning straw into gold appears on the scene she must decide 

if his help is worth the price.  
 

Graceling by Kristin Cashore 

In a world where some people are born with extreme and often-feared 

skills called Graces, Katsa struggles for redemption from her own 

horrifying Grace of killing and teams up with another young fighter to 

save their land from a corrupt king.  
 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in 

the annual Hunger Games, a grave competition hosted by the Capitol 

where young boys and girls are pitted against one another in a televised 

fight to the death.  
 

Identical by Ellen Hopkins 

Sixteen-year-old identical twin daughters of a district court judge and a 

candidate for the United States House of Representatives, Kaeleigh and 

Raeanne Gardella desperately struggle with secrets that have already torn 

them and their family apart.  
 

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow 

Interrogated for days by the Department of Homeland Security in the 

aftermath of a major terrorist attack on San Francisco, California, 

seventeen-year-old Marcus is released into what is now a police state, and 

decides to use his expertise in computer hacking to set things right.  
 

Paper Towns by John Green 

One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, 

Quentin "Q" Jacobsen basks in the predictable boringness of his life until 

the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth Spiegelman, Q's neighbor and 

classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously 

disappears.  
 

The Summoning by Kelly Armstrong 

Chloe Saunders is haunted by a particularly violent ghost and is sent to 

Lyle House, a center for disturbed teens, where she finds herself 

investigating a series of other paranormal happenings.  
 

Sunrise Over Fallujah by Walster Dean Myers 

Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 2003 as a member of the 

Civilian Affairs Battalion, and his time there profoundly changes him.  


